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of Malayan blood in the Japanese has endowed them
from the first with a stronger instinct of pugnacity than
their cousins the Chinese, it is impossible to say. But
it is certain that the people, in spite of the fact that they
have long recognised in their Emperor a common spiritual
head of the empire, have been until very recently divided
into numerous clans -that have been almost constantly at
war with one another, society being organised on a
military system not unlike that of feudal Europe. Hence
the profession of the soldier has continued to be held
in the highest honour, and the fighting qualities, as well
as the specifically social qualities of the people, have been
brought to a very high level.

In Japan also Buddhism has long been firmly estab-
lished ; but, as with Christianity in Europe, its preaching
of peace has never been practically accepted by the mass
of the people; the old ancestor-worship has continued
to flourish side by side with it, and now, on the accentua-
tion of the warlike spirit induced by contact with the
outside world, seems to be pushing the religion of peace
into the background.

In addition to this important rfile in the evolution of
the moral qualities, the pugnacious instinct has exerted
a more direct and hardly less important influence in the
life of societies.

We have seen how this instinct is operative in the
emotion of revenge and in moral indignation. These
two emotions have played leading parts in the growth
and maintenance of every system of criminal law and
every code of punishment; for, however widely authors
may differ as to the spirit in which punishment should
be administered, there can be no doubt that it was origin-
ally retributive, and that it still retains something of
this character even in the most highly civilised societies.
The administration of criminal law is then the organised
and regulated expression of the anger of society, modified
and softened in various degrees by the desire that punish-
ment may reform the wrong-doer and deter others from
similar actions.

Though with the progress of civilisation the public